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Abstract

This research paper re-examines the intellectual contributions of women within
Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS), highlighting their roles in philosophy, literature,
science, spirituality and cultural transmission. By revisiting Vedic texts, classical
literature, and modern scholarship, the study challenges patriarchal interpretations that
have historically minimized women’s agency. The paper argues that restoring women’s
intellectual authority is essential for constructing a more inclusive, accurate, and
ethically grounded understanding of India’s civilization knowledge traditions.

Introduction

Indian Knowledge Systems represent a holistic and interconnected intellectual
tradition encompassing metaphysics, ethics, aesthetics, medicine, linguistics, astronomy,
and performing arts. Although conventional historiography often portrays these systems
as male-dominated, textual evidence suggests otherwise. Women actively participated in
debates, authored hymns, transmitted oral traditions, and shaped philosophical
discourse. This paper re-evaluates their contributions and situates them within broader
epistemological frameworks.

Women in Vedic and Classical Traditions

The Rig-Veda records hymns attributed to women seers known as Rishikas.
Upanishad dialogues demonstrate women engaging in metaphysical inquiry concerning
the nature of Brahman and selfhood. Classical Sanskrit traditions further reveal women’s
participation in literary and aesthetic discourses. These contributions indicate that
intellectual authority was not exclusively male but was negotiated within specific social
contexts.

Women in Science, Arts, and Education

Women preserved ritual knowledge, medicinal practices, music, dance, and
literary traditions across generations. The Bhakti movement expanded access to
spiritual and philosophical expression, enabling women poet-saints to articulate
theological insights in vernacular languages. Their works represent both devotional
intensity and philosophical depth, bridging emotional expression and intellectual
reflection.

Modern Reassessment

Colonial interpretations andlater academic structures often obscured women’s
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intellectual roles. Contemporary feminist scholarship and interdisciplinary research have
sought to recover these suppressed narratives. Through critical re-reading of texts and
historical reconstruction, scholars demonstrate that women’s exclusion was neither
absolute nor universal, but historically contingent.

Conclusion

Women have always been central to the preservation, creation, and
transmission of knowledge in Indian civilization. Recognizing their contributions affirms
principles of equality, justice, and intellectual integrity. A restructured understanding of
Indian Knowledge Systems must therefore integrate women'’s voices as foundational
rather than peripheral.
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